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PRt o HIDDEN DIMENSION OF CULTURAL LANDSCAPES
B SHOWN BY ENVIRONMENTAL ARCHAEOLOGY

I~ archaeological research carried out in NW-Italy,
a reflection Is attempted to highlight main Evidence of Medieval (VII-VIIl cent) temporary agriculture at Casanova di Rovegno (1240
features and peculiarities of conventional and m, Ligurian Apennine) from the excavation of clearance cairns (Guido et al., 2003)
environmental archaeology, particularly ——— m—
regarding their contribution to the reconstruction s e —
of past cultural landscapes ey s | —
=7 —_ | R : Slash and
0 10 20 30 0 10 20 30 burn phases

n" framemanti di carks=ona m* lramimsenibi di carbomns

CULTURAL LANDSCAPES FROM CONVENTIONAL ARCHAEOLOGY
Culftivation
Badia di Tigheto (GE) 380 m 2.8 Anthracological
e & : foohkeBaal ¥ spectra showing Abandonment
VML e em . I :
| wa | - 11" charred wood remains
2137 | ' | . .
a7 | E— " LT in two archaeological
| — - 3 P sites of Nw-italy;
e | 2 [ —" HilEs (S i ay,. B e PRI Reconstruction of the post-Medieval
: E A L { general technological, DOCUMENTARY SOURCES importance of vestock fo economic and ecological system at
_— — ] | - . Cadastra {8.g. sweal chasinul groves, sur';n :r*r;:;n e ] ] )
N i ey B ~ """ | ecological and Eo o e i Riomaggiore (Cinque Terre, La
il ' . Cartography (e.g. meadows and pasiures) - higher envirenmental and )
environmental v prde st v ey e A | Spezia) (Moreno et al., 2005)
: considerations can be 3 [inoacal sconamy
# Jorfighans [LL :: : :.:_ . — E - Resources: fodder, soil
FEEEES iR ﬁ made, according to 2 oot il cbena T | —
e — t LRI (L] relevant rELo s ossemnows. sounces | |- ucizend e | € [T S P
PERICE S | ey oy | = | imn 1 ‘-l-i'-ﬂﬂ-:l tevrace (history of a swoet chestnuwt 'ﬂﬂﬂf;ﬂfymsn[ﬂﬂﬂ'ff o *ﬁ@ﬂﬂ.—": > : s
By | . grove - wood management (cultivation, . Ly __‘ b ’ Loy | .
C — B Lkl 3] it | - @TCNaCOiOgICES gty st | | oy v e b EXD (S g tmimm
: | — - |- 1 | chronology (Ferrari et Hdesiotcony iton o e o s patimious gt | ;.J,a_"lh... R {f‘“ T I e
_— : ._ I . . - Geobotany {vegetation dynamics) recolonisation oy ‘r~..fﬁ§ﬁ*mr; "“'__."\$ e f_m_h:.n
| — = | - _L.' =i | al, 2006; Montanari : : - e S DRSS C) B S
| — T - Hoall [ . G R A\
o o s ey v ey S ' ' | and Scipioni, 2004) - T &) ;.\;g%‘ .‘ri'
pathways main |5sues
PATHWAYS AND CRITICAL POINTS IN NW-ITALIAN ENVIRONMENTAL ARCHAEOLOGY RESEARCH —-
ol et G modern analogues
IN SITE geoarchaeology arfifacts bonT mfn??:ﬁmg (ethnoarchaeology) matenal culture
pollen, phytoliths
: : use of environmental :
CONVENTIONAL bioarchaeology sediments seeds-fruits s theoretical landscape shaping
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE . | ' .
. . ' soils c“'f“mﬂl fenhnolagy site history
| stratigraphic excavation wood site economy
-
= : S
1 - site selection 2 - approaches J - sampling context 4 bm?;?:iinslnglcal S - interpretation = CULTURAL LANDSCAPE
o
-
ENVIRONMENTAL stratigraphic excavation soils wood modern site ecology
:- - -
historical ecology modern vegetation seeds-fruits rural technology _
geoarchaeology modern site ecology _ environmental processes
EXTRA SITE - : bones, invertebrates
iod. use and activation of
apPioc. g 9 biostratigraphical pollen, NPP, microcharcoal, environmental resources resources activation practices
modern analogue sites geography i | |
local histo Sichives phytoliths S
ry historical site ecology

The table represents a comparison between the main approaches of Medieval and post-Medieval archaeological research in NW-Iltaly and recent projects in
environmental archaeology carried out by LASA. A more precise definition of extra-site is needed. \We introduce the concept of environmental archaeological (historical)
site. Conventional and environmental archaeology pathways meet at the cultural landscape scale, contributing differently to show its hidden dimension. Specific features
and critical points seem to be at points 1, 3 and 5. Actually, while the conventional approach mostly provides indirect evidence of primary production sites, the
environmental archaeology highlights the history of environmental resources at a topographic scale.
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